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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to a method of narrow search for books on the 
5 Internet. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
With the advent of the Internet, more and more consumers are purchasing 
merchandize on line. This is especially true in the area of book sales. A growing 
number of companies offer the convenience of searching their on line databases 

io~J containing thousands of book titles. Such search can be done by a variety of search 

03 

m terms, such as book title, author, subject, ISBN (an International Standard Book 
gj Number - a unique number assigned to every book published in the world that is 

h 

■ normally printed on a book cover as a bar code), and many others. Upon finding the 

O 

W desired book, a customer would have an option of ordering and paying for the book on 
line. 

Rj 

However, despite the ease of searching and ordering books via the Internet, 
searching by a key word normally yields too many results. This requires online 
shoppers to wade through numerous search results without being able to further narrow 
down the search. For example, in any online booksellers' key word search, the search 
20 by the key word "marketing" will yield more than 3,000 titles. From this point, an 
average search system will not allow customers to narrow down the search. They have 
to start a new search by using a more refined key word or combination of words. 
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Accordingly, there is a clear need for a method that would allow to narrpw down 
the search results within the search and without starting a new search. 
25 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a method of narrow search for books on the 
Internet. A book vendor stores book identifying information (such as book title, author, 
subject, ISBN) in a main database on its server system. A customer enters a search 
term in the vendor's web page accessible to the customer via the Internet. In response 
30 to the search term entered by the customer, the main database is searched to match 
the search term with the book identifying information and retrieve a search result 

p comprising the book identifying information matching the search term. The search 

□ 

Bp result is then stored in a narrow database and displayed in the vendor's web page. 

m 

H In response to the narrow search term entered by the customer, the narrow 

09 

M database is accessed to match the narrow search term with the book identifying 

p information and retrieve a narrow search result comprising the book identifying 

m information matching the narrow search term. The narrow search result is again stored, 

6 

fy in the narrow database in the vendor server system. 

The customer can view the narrow search result and then again enter a narrow 
40 search term in order to even further narrow down the search. These steps can be 
repeated until either the narrow database is exhausted or a desired book is located. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING FIGURES 
Fig. 1 through Fig. 5 depict web pages viewed by a customer employing a 
narrow search for books on the Internet according to the method of this invention. 

45 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
The present invention will be better understood with reference to Fig. 1 through 
Fig. 5 depicting web pages viewed by a customer employing a narrow search for books 
on the Internet according to the method of this invention. 

50 Viewing Fig. 1, there is shown the web page viewed by a customer initiating a 

search according to the method of this invention. Viewing the top portion of Fig. 1, 
there is shown a means for entering a search term indicated by an arrow. Means for 
entering a search term allows the customer to enter a search term and then 
communicate the search to the vendor's server system. In the example shown in Fig. 

55Q 1 , there is a window for typing in the search term and a "Go" button that the customer 

r*i 

Jjfj would click to initiate the search. For the sake of an example, the customer enters the 

ry 

jj search term "business" In response to the search term "business" entered by the 

09 

B customer, the main database is searched to match the search term "business" with the 

b- 

nj previously stored book identifying information and retrieve a search result comprising 

ru 

60 the book identifying information matching the search term "business". The book 

0 

N identifying information can include book title, author, subject, ISBN. The search result is 
then stored in a narrow database and displayed in the vendor's web page. 

Viewing Fig. 2, there is shown the web page viewed by the customer with the 
book search result as follows: "(13814) total matches for business". There is also 
65 shown means for entering a narrow search term in the left portion of Fig. 2. At this 
point, the customer can further narrow the search by entering a narrow search term in 
the means for entering a narrow search term. For the sake of an example, the 
customer enters the search term "marketing". In response to the narrow search term 
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"marketing" entered by the customer, the narrow database is accessed to match the 
70 narrow search term "marketing" with the book identifying information and retrieve a 
narrow search result comprising the book identifying information matching the narrow 
search term "marketing". The narrow search result is again stored, in the narrow 
database in the vendor server system. 

Viewing Fig. 3, there is shown the web page viewed by the customer with the 
75 book search result as follows: "(383) total matches for business -> marketing". The 
matches are displayed below. There is also shown means for entering a narrow search 
term in the left portion of Fig. 3. At this point, the customer can once again narrow 

5 down the search by entering a narrow search term in the means for entering a narrow 

Q 

m search term. For the sake of an example, the customer enters the search term "wiley". 

RJ 

zb* In response to the narrow search term "wiley" entered by the customer, the narrow 

03 

W database is accessed to match the narrow search term "wiley" with the book identifying 
jjjj information and retrieve a narrow search result comprising the book identifying 

gj information matching the narrow search term "wiley". The narrow search result is again 

0 

llj stored, in the narrow database in the vendor server system. 

85 Viewing Fig. 4, there is shown the web page viewed by the customer with the 

book search result as follows: "(26) total matches for business -> marketing -> wiley". 
The matches are displayed below. There is also shown means for entering a narrow 
search term in the left portion of Fig. 4. At this point, the customer can once again 
narrow down the search by entering a narrow search term in the means for entering a 

90 narrow search term. For the sake of an example, the customer enters the search term 
"Sullivan". In response to the narrow search term "Sullivan" entered by the customer, 
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the narrow database is accessed to match the narrow search term "Sullivan" with the 



book identifying information and retrieve a narrow search result comprising the book 



identifying information matching the narrow search term "Sullivan". The narrow search 



95 result is again stored, in the narrow database in the vendor server system. 



Viewing Fig. 5, there is shown the web page viewed by the customer with the 



book search result as follows: "(1) total matches for business -> marketing -> wiley -> 



Sullivan". The exact match is displayed below. 



As can be seen, the customer was able to find one book out of many thousand 



ioo books by employing the narrow search method of this invention. 

M 

p The scope of the present invention is defined by the claims that follow. 
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